
& R e g u l a t o r y C o m p l i a n c e



Dear Friends and Family Members of the CRC Team,

2020 has been a challenging year that will stay in our 
memories. The COVID-19 pandemic has brought lots of 
difficulties and changes to our lives but it also made us 
stronger and adoptive to the new environment. We would 
like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year! May 2021 bless you with happiness, strong health, 
prosperity and bring us all closer to each other!  

Over the past few months, Chinese government has 
been working on the advancement in the regulatory 
framework for both cosmetics and food categories. 
Within the General Food industry, the Chinese authorities 
have updated national standards, approved new food raw 
materials & additives as well as developed innovative 
technologies. For health foods, SAMR continues to 
improve the product quality & safety, modernize current 
regulatory framework and further expand health food 
supplement scope. In January 1st, 2021, long-awaited 
CSAR will come into force introducing a huge step 
forward to improve and standardize the systems 
supporting product safety and raw material supply.
It is clear that China is putting consumer safety at the 
center of their policies, while enabling more diversity in 
raw materials. 

Thanks for your strong support and trust as only with 

your encouragement, can we grow and succeed.



China continues to focus on 
promoting food quality, safety 
and innovation issuing a number 
of new regulations & guidelines in 
2020.

Following the release of Health China 2030, China 
government continues to improve food quality &safety 
as well as focuses on further development of nutrition 
& health food industry. With the rapid growth of the 
food industry, Chinese authorities continually working 
on updating current national standards, approving new 
food raw materials & additives for food industry, develop 
innovative technologies. 

In 2020, the National Health Committee (NHC) has 
approved in total 74 new food ingredients, such 
as probiotics (Lactobacillus helveticus R0052, 
Bifidobacterium infantis R0033. Bifidobacterium bifidum 
R0071), plant (Penthorum chinense Pursh.), 

food additives (Sanzam gum, Xylanase, lactase, protease, 
etc.) and others.  

NHC and the State Administration of Market Regulator 
(SAMR) has completed 38 national food safety standards 
and expecting to finalize revision of another set of 46 
national food safety standards within the next year.

One of the most awaiting regulations drafted by the 
NHC and SAMR this year are GB7718, “General rules for 
labeling prepackaged food”, GB28050 “General rules 
for nutrition labeling of prepackaged food”. At present, 
the second round of public call for comments has been 
completed. New drafts introduce more requirements 
for domestic and imported food. For example, it is 
mandatory to specify the importer on the label, to state 
the production date and shelf life in a Year/Month/Day 
format, to include added saturated fat and sugar in the 
nutrition information table. The labeling regulations are 
estimated to be officially released in early 2021.



Since 2012, the overseas manufacturers of imported 
meat, aquatic products, dairy products and bird’s nest 
are required to carry out registration prior to sales on 
the Chinese market. In late 2019, GACC proposed to 
expand the categories of products that need pre-market 
manufacturer registration and include honey, eggs, edible 
oil, filling noodles, edible grains (rice and grains), malt and 
grain powder industrial products, fresh and dehydrated 
vegetables, dried beans, spices, nuts and seeds group, 
dried fruit, roasted coffee and cocoa, special dietary 
foods, health foods, etc. In 2020 the draft was passed to 
the WTO for the public comments.

In addition, the China government is also continuously 
working on controlling and reducing the impact of the 
Covid19 epidemic situation on food safety. On November 
27, NHC and GACC issued the notice on further improving 
the traceability management of cold chain food imposing 
stricter requirements for coding traceability and nucleic 
acid detection of aquatic, meat and poultry products 
transported in the cold chain.

Our Advice for 2021;
Get ready for the upcoming labelling regulation changes 
and closely monitor the developments within the 
regulations on overseas manufacturer registration 
requirements. 

The Consumer Trends for 2021:
Products with high nutrition and health properties 
with reduced sugar (encouraging to use sweetener 
alternatives).



China continues to improve
Health Food quality & safety, 
modernize current regulatory 
framework and further expand 
Health Food supplements scope.

One of the most challenging aspect of the Health Food 
industry in China is to crack down on the illegal product 
sales with misleading function claim. In April 2020, seven 
ministries and commissions have jointly issued the action 
plan to solve and clean up these issues on the Health Food 
market(2020-2021). Before October 2021, it’s planned 
to deliver the investigation on illegal drugs, usage of 
non-edible substances, label incompliance, unregistered 
products, etc. 

SAMR continues to develop supplementary management 
guidelines for Health Food to standardize registration 
& filing process. Since November 2020, SAMR has 
published & revised several sets of regulations, including 
“Measures for the registration and filing of Health Food”, 
“Guiding principles for toxicological testing and safety 
evaluation for Health Food and its raw materials (2020 
Edition)”, “Technical guidelines for safety inspection 
and evaluation of Health Food raw materials (2020 
Edition)” as well as “Technical guidelines for inspection 
and evaluation of physical and chemical and hygienic 
indicators of Health Food (2020 Edition)”. 

Currently the raw materials allowed to be used for Health 
Food filing a limited to vitamins & minerals included in 
the approved list. According to the latest announcement 
published on December 1st, 2020 5 new Health Food raw 
materials, such as co-enzyme Q10, broken Ganoderma 
spore powder, Spirulina, Fish oil, and Melatonin.

For Functional Health Food, SAMR released a draft 
proposing to delete 3 function claims (“promoting 
lactation function”, “improving growth and development”, 
and “improving the skin oil condition”) from the approved 

function list due to non-conformity to the newly 
established guidelines for Health Food.

Our Advice for 2021; 
Use the Health Food filing option to get your products on 
the market-meanwhile apply for approval of functional 
Health Food. The Chinese market for Health Food is the 
biggest in the world – and will only increase in the future. 
 
The Consumer Trends for 2021: 
Supplements targeting Covid-19 and lifestyle 
improvement - immune system support, weight 
management, glucose index control.  



China continues to further 
strengthen the management of 
cosmetics registration and filing, 
protect the rights and interests of 
consumers, as well as, standardize 
and promote the healthy 
development of the cosmetics 
industry.

One of the most anticipated regulations released by 
NMPA in 2020 has been the new Cosmetic Supervision 
and Administration Regulation (often referred to as the 
CSAR). The new law aims to establish a standardized 
system where product safety - and thereby consumer 
safety - is paramount, and where the product 
quality assurance rests with the responsible agent, 
manufacturer, and brand owner. Additionally. The new 
CSAR brings good news for brands that wish to use new 
raw materials and opens a channel for registration. At the 
same time, toothpaste will be regulated more strictly and 
would require product filing, carrying out function claims 
such as prevent caries, inhibit dental plaque, resist dentin 
sensitivity, and reduce gingival problem.

The cosmetics applicant/responsible agent shall meet 
additional requirements, including;
• Having the quality&safety control and management 

system 
• Having the ability to monitor and evaluate adverse 

reactions of cosmetics
• The applicant, responsible agent, and actual 

manufacturer shall build up the recording/
management system regarding production, sales, and 
distribution

• The applicant, responsible agent, and actual 
manufacturer shall have a designated person who is 
in charge of quality and safety control. The person 
shall have a professional background in the cosmetics 
industry and have no less than 5 years working 
experience in cosmetics production or safety 
management area.

Finally, the new law will encourage innovation and new 
technologies – including plant based extracts used in 
cosmetics.

Following the release of the CSAR, NMPA has issued a 
number of drafted measures and guidelines to implement 
the new law.



The scope of the drafted “The Administrative Measures 
of Cosmetics Registration” not only includes product 
filing and registration, but also a focus on the new raw 
material application process and raw material quality & 
safety. It clarifies basic requirements and each party’s 
responsibilities for registration and filing management.  
The scope of the draft addresses both cosmetic products 
and new cosmetic raw materials. New concepts such as 
raw material safety supervision, quality management 
system, new coding filing format are also introduced. 
Patent protection for new ingredients and ingredient 
traceability were two great additions.  

Another draft “Measures for Supervision and 
Management of Cosmetics Production and Operation” 
has been issued to implement the newly introduced CSAR 
guidelines, to further stipulate the requirements, and 
to clarify the legal responsibilities for the production 
and operation supervision of cosmetics.  This includes 
refining manufacturing, license and production quality 
management, improving operation management and 
supply chain supervision. The important legal basis of 
post market supervision is to guide the behaviors of 
cosmetics manufacturers and operators, standardize the 
law enforcement of regulatory departments at all levels 
within the cosmetic production industry and ultimately 
support consumer safety. 

The purpose of issuing the draft “The Technical Guidelines 
for Safety Assessment of Cosmetics” is to further ensure 
the safety of cosmetics, and to provide with the relevant 
guidance regarding technical requirements for safety 
assessment of cosmetics. The scope of the new draft 
technical guidelines not only includes finished cosmetic 
products, but also focus on the cosmetic raw material 
safety. It details basic requirements for cosmetic raw 
materials and finished products safety assessment, 
requirements for cosmetic safety assessment personnel 
in charge, guidelines for safety assessment report and 
toxicology studies.

The other important draft “The Classification Rules 
and Catalogue of Cosmetics” intends to strengthen 
supervision and management of cosmetic products, 
and to clarify the cosmetic classification determination.  
This includes cosmetic efficacy claims category 
coding catalog, classification and coding catalogue of 
cosmetic application parts, classification and coding 
catalogue of cosmetic target group, classification and 
coding catalogue of cosmetic product dosage forms, 
classification and coding catalogue of cosmetic use 
methods. The authorities introduced a new codification 
system that adopts hierarchical code. The code is divided 
into five levels: efficacy claims, usage application, 
product dosage form, target group and usage method.

Our Advice for 2021; 
Get your products on the Chinese market as soon as 
possible while the regulations are still under development 
– meanwhile prepare for the new requirements in 
advance including raw material quality assurance 
materials, production quality management certificate, 
product claim scientific evidence, etc.

The Consumer Trends for 2021: 
Cosmetics with function claims and innovative & 
effective formulation; skincare made of plant extracts 
and herbs with preventive health properties and benefits. 


