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We hope you enjoyed the summer 
and are ready for an exciting 
autumn that will offer a lot of 
advancements in the regulatory 
framework for both cosmetics and 
supplements. We are expecting a 
whole new regulatory framework 
for cosmetics; hopefully allowing 
imported cosmetics to bypass 
animal tests. Whilst we are talking 
about our furry friends; we have 
devoted part of our newsletter to 
the regulatory framework for pet 
foods; one of the fastest growing 
categories in China. For dietary 
supplements and functional 
health food, there is good news; 
SAMR have announced that from 
1. October, new ingredients can be
included into the health food filing 
option. We explain the application 
process in this newsletter. For 
functional health food, the same 

law will provide the option of 
adding new function claims not 
already on the approved list. All 
in all; good news for supplement 
brands that are eager to pride 
themselves with the highly sought-
after “Blue Hat” certification.

In our last newsletter, we asked 
you for specific topics you’d 
like to see covered, and we had 
several inquiries regarding the 
laws and regulations for cannabis 
sativa and CBD in cosmetics and 
supplements. We have included an 
overview of the regulations in this 
newsletter and will keep everyone 
updated as the regulations are 
changing.

Finally; thanks for your huge 
support in sharing our newsletter 
within your network. Our first 

newsletter was shared with more 
than 10,000 people across the 
globe. It is our finest objective to 
remove the “black box mentality” 
that characterizes regulatory 
compliance in China. We pursue this 
goal by providing free-of-charge 
and comprehendible information 
on China’s ever-changing rules and 
regulation - and only with your help 
can we succeed. 

Thanks for your strong support and 
let us know if we should investigate 
a specific area of interest to you in 
our next newsletter.

Warm regards,

Mette Knudsen
CEO of Knudsen&CRC

Dear friends and
family members of the CRC team
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Overcoming 
regulatory 
barriers on the 
Chinese pet 
food market

China’s pet food market is the 
most dynamic market in the 
world. Last year, pet food sales 
reached a staggering USD2.2 
billion with annual growth rates 
of more than 20 percent per 
year. It is not only pet food that’s 
growing, but a whole new industry 
is developing with pet spas, 
and pet hotels. Pet hospitals 
provide TCM (traditional Chinese 
medicine) for pets, and many 
restaurants and cafés are now 
catering to both pets and their 
owners (sharing the same 
table). Young Chinese couples 
are investing into their animal 
friends like never before. 

Despite being a very lucrative 
market, China is still posing some 
challenges for foreign pet food 
brands. The regulatory barriers 
are often difficult to overcome. 
For more details on the regulatory 
requirements for imported pet 
food, click here – or contact us on 
info@knudsenchina.com
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Can be used to produce THC; 
the compound that makes a 
person feel “high.”

Produces CBD at 10%+ 
levels

Medicinal and therapeutic 
applications;  chronic pain, 
mental health, and illnesses

Can be used to produce THC.

Produces CBD at 20%+

Stalks of the hemp plant 
can produce clothing, rope, 
paper, fuel, home insulation... 
(the list goes on and on)

0% THC, trace amounts of 
CBD

Used in general food food 
such as hempseed milk, 
granola, and more.

Cold-pressed for oil 
production that can be 
used in general food and 
cosmetics products. 

Marijuana Hemp Hemp seed oil (cannabis 
sativa seed oil)

While the legalization of therapeutic use of Cannabis 
products across the world continues, there has been 
a rapid increase in the interest in cannabis sativa 
in cosmetics as well as in dietary supplements. The 
purported medical benefits and healing properties 
of cannabis is driving the trend across the industries. 
This craze is expected to last for years to come while 
the evidence of cannabis’ functional benefits as well 
as safety is being documented. 

Cannabis in Cosmetics and 
Supplements - Regulatory 
Compliance in China

China has been using cannabis in traditional Chinese 
medicine for thousands of years. Cannabis seed oil 
is one of the 50 “fundamental” herbs in traditional 
Chinese medicine. In cosmetics products, hemp seed 
oil is widely used and legally approved in Chinese 
registered cosmetics products.

The problem is that there is a lot of confusion in regard 
to whether “cannabis” is approved for cosmetics and 
general food in China. The reason being that marijuana 
and hemp are two varieties of the same plant family, 
cannabis sativa, and are therefore often lumped 
together as “cannabis”. Read more on the regulations 
for cannabis in China.

cannabis

illustration above shows the differences between marijuana, hemp and hemp seed oil. 

http://knudsencrc.com/2019/09/23/cannabis-in-cosmetics-and-supplements-regulatory-compliance-in-china/
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CBD cannot be used as an 
ingredient in traditional Chinese 
medicine and all products 
containing CBD must apply for 
drug approval before selling in 
China.

Hemp seed oil - Cannabis sativa 
seed oil - is approved for use in 
both health food and general 
food – both as an ingredient and 
as an oil for cooking (see picture 
below). 

We welcome any additional 
questions in regard to regulatory 
compliance for “cannabis” on the 
Chinese market. These questions 
will continuously be answered in 
our monthly newsletter.

THC (tetrahydrocannabinol) is approved for use by the NMPA. 
It’s main uses are typically as a painkiller and for anesthesia. 
THC can be used as a ‘1st class prescribed psychotropic 
narcotic’ that is strictly limited in China. In order to get access 
to a drug containing THC, you must receive a ‘pink-coloured’ 
handwritten prescription paper from a specialist doctor. The 
characters to represent THC are: 四氢大麻酚.

CBD is not an approved drug by the NMPA.

Cannabis in 
supplements and 
general food

Cannabis in drugs

Cosmetics products with cannabis sativa (hemp seed oil) 
are already selling well on the Chinese market. The use of 
cannabis in cosmetics is however limited to 3 approved 
ingredients; 

• CANNABIS SATIVA FRUIT  大麻 (CANNABIS SATIVA) 仁果

• CANNABIS SATIVA SEED OIL  大麻 (CANNABIS SATIVA) 籽油

• CANNABIS SATIVA LEAF EXTRACT  大麻 (CANNABIS SATIVA) 叶提取物 

Function claims for cosmetics products using hemp 
seed oil are mostly ”anti-inflammatory”, ”anti-acne” and 
”moisturization”. Hemp seed oil can be used both as an 
ingredient in a products and by its own. We advise to be 
cautious in regard to functional claims especially as the 
Chinese authorities are very strict in regard to misleading or 
exaggerated claims.

Cannabis in cosmetics

The domestic product above has been approved by Fengxian 
NMPA with the English name “Cannabis Oil Hydra-Calming 
Mask”,



health
food

Improved opportunities for 
health food supplements brands 
in China

Since the new Health Food law came into force in 2016, 
foreign supplement brands have struggled to comply 
with the strict requirements for product registration 
and filing – the so-called “Blue Hat” registrations. 
One of the biggest stumbling blocks has been the 
limited number of raw material allowed into Chinese 
dietary supplements. So far, only 22 vitamins and 
minerals are approved as active ingredients into 
dietary supplements. With the new law, companies 
can apply for new raw materials by adhering to the 
guidelines provided by SAMR. In addition, health 
food with specific health functions (functional health 
food) such as “alleviating constipation” or “improving 
immune system” have previously been restricted to a 
total of 27 function claims. Now the SAMR will open 
up for applications for new function claims that fall 
outside the existing list of pre-approved claims. Read 
the full article here

For more details please contact us on 
info@knudsenchina.com

http://knudsencrc.com/2019/09/23/improved-opportunities-for-health-food-supplements-brands-in-china/
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While the new regulatory 
framework for cosmetics products 
is planned to be announced this 
autumn, new regulatory measures 
are already being implemented.  
One of the latest additions to the 
cosmetics regulation is the rather 
extensive list of requirements 
to the “responsible agent”. The 
responsible agent is a legal entity 
that carries the responsibility 
for the safety of the cosmetic 
products sold in China. No 
cosmetic product can be filed in 
China without a responsible agent 
and the decision of a responsible 

Responsible Agent in China; 
Strict Requirements for 
Cosmetic Brands

agent is thus the first step in a 
product filing process. Note that 
currently only products that are 
using the less restrictive filing 
system are required to have a 
responsible agent. 

The extensive administrative roles 
and requirements to be conducted 
by the responsible agent have led 
many brands to consider providing 
their distributor with the role as 
responsible agent in China. This 
option may not be ideal as currently 
it is not possible at a later stage to 
transfer a product filing to another 

distributor, nor back to the brand 
owner. If the contract with a 
responsible agent is terminated - 
so is the registration. Our advice 
is to keep the ownership of the 
filings within the company (brand 
owner) by setting up a WFOE in 
China – or to use an agent who can 
host the filings in China on behalf 
of the brand owner.

For more information on the 
requirements for a responsible 
agent for cosmetic filing and 
distribution – click here

cos-
metics

http://knudsencrc.com/2019/09/23/responsible-agent-in-china-strict-requirements-for-cosmetic-brands/


Oriental Beauty Valley International Cosmetics 
Conference 2019

Knudsen&CRC are celebrating the successful partnership with Fengpu 
Industrial Park and Oriental Beauty Valley on the Leaping Bunny 
China Pilot Programs, and would like to invite our “friends and family 
members” to participate in a high-level cosmetic conference on the 3. 
and 4. November 2019 in Shanghai.

The New Cosmetics Regulatory Framework Explained

In the webinar on the new cosmetic regulatory framework, we will 
explain the main elements of the new laws and discuss its implications 
for foreign cosmetics brands.

Supplements and Vitamins; New Regulations Open the 
Door to China

This webinar will provide a brief presentation of the regulatory 
framework for functional health food and dietary supplements and give 
an overview of the opportunities offered in the new regulations.

Food and Drink; How to Secure Swift Importation and 
Compliance

This webinar will provide guidelines on how to import food and 
drink to China in particular the labeling, testing and documentation 
requirements for imported products.

Medical Device; Application Processes and New 
Regulations

This webinar will provide participants with general guidelines on how 
to apply for medical device registration in China and also provide an 
overview of the implications of the new UDI system (unique device 
identifier).

events

3-4 November

conference

november
webinars

The webinars are held in cooperation with the Danish Chinese 
Business Forum and participation is free of charge.
If you wish to participate, please sign up to Mr. Rasmus Thormann, 
E-mail; rst@dcbf.dk 

rsvp



from our 
community

Brighter Beauty has taken the spa 
concept to the next level with their 
pioneering spray application of 
exquisite beauty serums, gorgeous 
face mask, and effective dietary 
supplements; all tailor-made to 
each customer’s individual needs.

The experience in Brighter 
Beauty’s spa is a combination of 
a science fiction movie and a high-
end spa. Following an advanced 
face scan that documents your 
skin age and your problem areas, 
a personalized beauty treatment 
is drafted that includes various 
skin treatments as well as dietary 
supplements. The custom-made 
serums are made and then sprayed 

onto your face and/or body to 
secure optimal results. For those 
of us who are always in a rush, the 
good news is that the treatments 
only take 20 minutes in total. The 
supplements are ordered through 
an advanced mini app program and 
delivered directly to your home or 
office. Brighter Beauty is taking a 
holistic approach to beauty where 
the nutrition plays a vital role in 
securing a beautiful, youthful and 
glowing skin. We are already big 
fans of the concept!

This summer, Brighter Beauty 
opened their first spa in the middle 
of Shanghai – near the bustling 
Nanjing Lu Station. And for those 

of you who live on the other side 
of Shanghai, there’s good news, 
as more Spas are scheduled to 
open in the Pudong area during the 
autumn. 

Most importantly; Brighter Beauty 
has not only become a game-
changer in the spa business but 
is also the first Leaping Bunny 
certified spa brand in China. 

Big congratulations from the CRC 
team; we wish you all the best in 
the future.




