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Message From  Our  CEO

Dear valued friends, supporters and clients of 

Knudsen&CRC,

These last couple of months have been extremely 

busy in China where the government have recently 

introduced a number of new draft regulations. The 

most ground breaking one is no doubt the regulation 

for cosmetics filing that proposes to remove 

Mandatory Animal Test for Imported Non-Special 

Cosmetics. Another major development is the change 

from routine customs inspection upon importation to 

random checks. We will cover the main changes and 

its implications in this newsletter.

In May, we launched the first Leaping Bunny China 

exhibition and hosted a wonderful Leaping Bunny 

friend and family dinner for all the people that have 

been involved with the pilot project in China. Apart 

from the strong support to the pilot project from all 

stakeholders, government partners, as well as visitors 

to the exhibition, I was particularly impressed by the 

close teamwork and the knowledge sharing between 

the pilot brands. Most recently, we have begun work 

with the second wave of the pilot project and have 

welcomed two new family members to the project: 

Azena Skincare and Brighter Beauty.  We are really 

looking forward to both continuing and growing our 

partnership with both brands in the near future.

The Knudsen&CRC-team symbol is the ?&? sign, which 

is intended to remind us, our partners and clients that 

we cannot succeed alone; that without team work; 

sharing information; growing partnerships and 

alliances, we cannot succeed. By sharing information 

with each other and remaining transparent, especially 

with our network of friends, clients and partners - we 

can all navigate and prosper on the complex Chinese 

market.

This newsletter alongside our new Facebook and 

Instagram account is an extension of our 

information-sharing philosophy. We would like to 

urge you all to share questions you find difficult 

to answers or topics that you would like us to 

investigate ? and we will do our best to include 

these topics in our monthly newsletter. We aim 

to cover regulatory issues within food, cosmetics, 

medical devices, pharmaceuticals, and more. 

Please join us to make this newsletter better; 

together we will succeed.

A very warm welcome to our very first 

newsletter. 

Best Wishes, 

Met t e Knudsen

Founder  & CEO of  Knudsen&CRC



KNUDSEN&CRC AT THE PERSONAL CARE TECHNOLOGY 
SUMMIT & EXPO 2019

UPCOMING EVENTS

The Personal Care Technology Summit & Expo 2019 took 

place in Shanghai between 20-21 June, with many 

representatives from the personal care industry in 

attendance. 

The Summit, which has been taken place since 2004, is 

both an informative yet exciting networking event which 

helps connect members of the personal care industry. 

This was the first time Knudsen&CRC was asked to give a 

formal presentation about the Leaping Bunny 

Certification project in front of a group of Chinese 

companies.

The main presentation was delivered by the CEO and 

founder of Knudsen&CRC, Mette Knudsen, who was 

"absolutely delighted to be a part of such an important 

Share comments and suggestions: info@knudsenchina.com                          

RECENT COMPANY NEWS

Mette Knudsen delivering a presentation at the Expo

LEAPING BUNNY IN CHINA FRIENDSHIP DINNER

Some of the Knudsen&CRC team at the Leaping Bunny 
Friendship Dinner 

Last month, the Leaping Bunny in China Friendship Dinner 

was hosted in joint collaboration between Cruelty Free 

International, Fengpu District and Knudsen&CRC. The dinner 

was organised to both celebrate the one year anniversary of 

the Leaping Bunny Pilot project in China and to also 

announce the second wave of companies such as Azena and 

Brighter Beauty that have recently joined the pilot scheme.

Towards the end of last year, Bulldog Skincare, Neal's Yard 

Remedies, Subtle Energies and 7th Heaven became the first 

Leaping Bunny certified company to participate in this 

innovative project. 

Hollie Doherty, Junior Advisor at Knudsen&CRC comments 

on how "after months of sleepless nights and long 

weekends full of logistics, emails and phone calls, the 

coming together of 5 pilot project brands at the Leaping 

Bunny  dinner was a hugely rewarding 
experience for our team. It was 

extremely heart-warming to see our 

extended family all together in one 

room."
27t h August  2019: Cosm et ics Sem inar , Copenhagen, Denm ark

30t h Sept em ber  2019: Cosm et ics Sem inar , Milan, It aly

2nd Oct ober  2019: Cosm et ics Sem inar , London, Unit ed Kingdom

3rd Oct ober  2019:  Adver t ising Sem inar , London, Unit ed Kingdom

7t h Oct ober  2019: Cosm et ics Sem inar , Frank fur t , Germ any

8t h Oct ober  2019: Cosm et ics Sem inar , Madr id, Spain



THE LONG JOURNEY TOWARDS ENDING ANIMAL TESTING FOR COSMETICS IN CHINA: NMPA COSMETIC 
REGULATIONS FOR PUBLIC OPINION

Latest  Regulatory and Compliance Updates and Changes 

On 27 May 2019, NMPA issued the draft regulation "Administrative Measures for Non-Special Use Cosmetics." 

Public comments to the new draft regulation were submitted before the 15 June 2019. 

* * * PLEASE NOTE THAT THE NEW DRAFT REGULATION IS A SUGGESTED LAW- AND NOT IN CURRENT EFFECT* * *  

In sum, the new regulation is based on two previous cosmetics regulations for filing of domestic and imported 

non-special use cosmetics, which came into effect in 2015 and 2018 respectively. The important change is that the 

new regulation draft governs both imported and domestic non-special use cosmetics and animal test is no longer 

mandatory. The new regulation proposes, however, that the manufacturer of the cosmetics products has a 

government approved ?quality management system? in place - without providing any further details on this new 

requirement.  

On 27 May 2019, China's National Medical Products Association (NMPA) announced the draft regulation for 

non-special use cosmetics filing. The draft primarily aims at levelling the playing field for both the domestic 

and imported cosmetic products that are sold within China. Most importantly, the draft proposes that animal 

testing should no longer be a mandatory requirement for imported non-special use cosmetics. So far this 

requirement has proven to be a very effective trade barrier for foreign cosmetics brands with ambitions to sell 

within the Chinese market. One new element in the draft regulation (article 11), that is causing much tension 

in the International cosmetics industry, is the requirement that cosmetics manufacturers should have "a 

government approved quality management system" in place, if they wish to avoid undertaking a toxicology 

test.  

During the last couple of years, a variety of initiatives have both been proposed and introduced to speed up 

the process of removing mandatory animal testing for imported cosmetics. The Leaping Bunny China Pilot 

project, launched in 2018, combined with IIVS cooperation with government assigned laboratories have both 

supported the debate on alternative test methods to traditional animal test of cosmetics. Detailed information 

about the implication of the new draft regulation as well as the translation of the draft can be found here.  

Read the full article: http://knudsencrc.com/2019/07/05

http://knudsencrc.com/2019/07/05/progress-towards-ending-animal-test-for-cosmetics-in-china-nmpa-cosmetic-regulations-for-public-opinion-2/


WITHDRAWAL OF MANDATORY FOOD LABEL FILING REQUIREMENTS FOR IMPORTED 
PRE-PACKAGED FOOD ITEMS

CAUSE FOR CELEBRATION OR ADDED PRESSURE ON BUSINESSES TO GET THINGS RIGHT?

Lat est  Regulatory and Compliance Updates and Changes 

Towards the end of April 2019, Chinese authorities announced the withdrawal of the mandatory label 

filing for imported pre-packaged food items. This means that from 1st October 2019, both importers and 

customs brokers will no longer have to submit documentation in relation to China customs product 

labeling document which includes Chinese labels for imported pre-packaged food products during 

importation.

However, it is important to note that for some ports, Chinese authorities may still require importers to 

provide labeling documentation for successful customs clearance. Therefore, it is extremely important 

that both importers and custom brokers understand specific requirements of the port in which they are 

operating from in greater detail to avoid any unnecessary details or penalties. 

It will be the sole responsibility of the importer to review whether the Chinese label of the imported 

pre-packaged food meets the requirements of relevant GB standards.

In addition,  importers may experience random on-site inspections by customs officials who will require to 

be provided with the relevant compliant labeling documents that include Chinese labels and other 

supporting evidence.

If any complaints are received by the authorities in relation to violations of food safety, labeling or any 

other GB regulations, customs shall investigate and once the investigation is complete, they will act in 

accordance with the law such as administering penalties or requesting full product recalls. 

Read the  full article here:  http://knudsencrc.com/2019/07/05/

                                                                 

http://knudsencrc.com/2019/07/05/withdrawal-of-mandatory-food-label-filling-requirements-for-imported-pre-packaged-food-items-cause-for-celebration-or-added-pressure-on-businesses-to-get-things-right/
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